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Ten BC schools named recipients of the Beem Credit Union
Equipment Access Program powered by Skyline Athletics

Beem's second year of funding and new support from Skyline Athletics will help
reduce equipment costs and barriers to school sport in 2026-2027

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Thursday, October 1, 2026

BURNABY, B.C. — BC School Sports (BCSS) is pleased to announce the 10 schools
selected to receive support through the Beem Credit Union Equipment Access
Program powered by Skyline Athletics for the 2026-2027 school year. The program will
provide more than $20,000 in sporting equipment to help schools strengthen their
athletic programs and reduce costs that would otherwise be passed on to student-
athletes and their families.

Now in its second year of Beem Credit Union funding, the program welcomes Skyline
Athletics as a contributing partner for the first time. Skyline's additional financial
support will help the program reach more schools, extending the impact of Beem'’s
continued investment in accessible school sport.

School sport remains one of the most accessible forms of organized sport for young
people ages 12-18. It can give students a stronger sense of belonging and connection
to their school, while providing opportunities to build confidence, develop leadership
and teamwork skills, and learn to persevere through challenges. Supportive
relationships with teammates and coaches also help make school a place where
students feel valued. By addressing equipment costs, the program helps more young
people access these benefits.

2026-2027 Recipient Schools

This year's recipients represent communities across British Columbia, from the Lower
Mainland and Fraser Valley to the Interior and the North:

e Merritt Secondary (Merritt)

e Burnaby North (Burnaby)

e David Thompson (Vancouver)

e Sardis Secondary (Chilliwack)

e North Peace Secondary (Fort St. John)
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e Langley Secondary School (Langley)

e Lillooet Secondary (Lillooet)

e Prince George Secondary (Prince George)
e Duchess Park Secondary (Prince George)
e South Kamloops Secondary (Kamloops)

The equipment will support the work of educators and coaches who make school
sport possible in these communities. By easing the cost of equipping school athletic
programs, Beem and Skyline Athletics are helping schools focus their resources on
creating opportunities for students to participate.

“We received applications from 44 BCSS member schools requesting more than
$165,000 in equipment support. That response speaks to the scale of the need and the
financial pressures facing school athletic programs,” said Jordan Abney, Executive
Director of BC School Sports. “When we help member schools keep sport affordable,
we help more students find a place to belong, build confidence and develop skills they
will carry throughout their lives. Beem's continued commitment is making a
meaningful difference, and Skyline Athletics’ additional investment allows us to
extend that support to more schools. We are grateful to both partners for helping turn
those opportunities into reality.”

“Every student should have the chance to experience the friendships, confidence and
sense of belonging that school sport can create,” said James Thomas, VP, Growth and
Marketing of Beem Credit Union. “Supporting this program for a second year reflects
our commitment to investing in young people and the communities they call home.
We're proud to work alongside BC School Sports and Skyline Athletics to ease the
financial pressures on schools and families, helping more students take part and feel
connected to their school community.”

“Every school wants to give its students the opportunity to participate, but equipping
an athletic program can put real pressure on limited budgets,” said Dan Murphy of
Skyline Athletics. “We're proud to contribute alongside Beem Credit Union and BC
School Sports to help more schools meet those needs. EqQuipment that stays with a
school can support student athletes season after season, making this an investment
in both today’'s teams and the young people who will follow them.”
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About the Program

The Beem Credit Union Equipment Access Program powered by Skyline Athletics
provides sporting equipment to BCSS member schools to help reduce financial
barriers to participation. Funded by Beem Credit Union for a second year, with
additional financial support from Skyline Athletics for 2026-2027, the program invests
in school athletic programs and the students they serve.

About BC School Sports

BC School Sports is the provincial leader and voice for educational athletics in British
Columbia, serving public and independent secondary schools across the province.
BCSS supports school sport through provincial championships, programs and policies
that promote equitable opportunities and the educational value of athletics. Learn
more at bcschoolsports.ca.

Media Contacts

BC School Sports: Jordan Abney, Executive Director, jabney@bcschoolsports.ca
Beem Credit Union: Andrew Rathwell, Public Relations Manager,
arathwell@beemcreditunion.ca

Skyline Athletics: Dan Murphy, dmurphy@skylineathletics.com
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