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2025 Annual Planning Meeting Agenda 
 

2025 BCSS ANNUAL PLANNING MEETING AGENDA 
Thursday, November 13th – Legislative Assembly - Session #1 

10:00AM 

Meeting Called to Order 
A. Welcome from BCSS President, Lindsay Brooke 

a) Indigenous Territory Acknowledgement 
b) Introductions & Housekeeping 

B. Proem Activity 
C. Consent Agenda 

c) Adoption of Agenda 
d) Approval of Minutes from May 2025 AGM 

Lindsay Brooke 

10:30AM Board of Directors Report Lindsay Brooke 
10:35 AM Executive Director Report Jordan Abney 
11:00 AM Financial Report  Jordan Abney 

11:10 AM 

Legislative Assembly Reports 
a) Aligned Organizations 
b) Policy Committee Chairs 
c) Zone Reps 

 

12:00-1:00PM LUNCH BREAK 
1:15 -2:30PM Discussion Topics and Round Tables BCSS Staff & BOD 
2:30 – 2:45PM BREAK 
2:45 – 3:45PM Notice of Motions BCSS Staff & BOD 
3:45 – 4:30PM Discussion Topics and Round Tables 
4:30PM Meeting recessed 
6:00 -7:00PM Cocktail Hour 
7:00 -8:00PM Dinner  
8:00 -9:00PM 3rd Annual Corn Hole Tournament 
9:15 -11:30PM Hospitality Suite 

Friday, November 14th - Legislative Assembly – Session #2 
8:15-9:00AM BREAKFAST 
9:00AM Meeting reconvenes Lindsay/Jordan 
9:00 -10:30AM Discussion Topics and Round Tables BCSS Staff 
10:30-10:45AM BREAK 
11:00AM-11:30AM Notice of Motions BCSS Staff 
11:30AM-12:00 
PM 

Meeting Wrap Up, Take Away Tasks, AGM Planning, Closing 
Remarks 

Lindsay 

12:00PM  Departing Lunch  
MEETING ADJOURNED 
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Minutes from 2025 Annual General Meeting – DRAFT 
 
Attendance: Refer to Appendix A 
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:00AM by President, Lindsay Brooke. 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS AND WELCOME 

President welcomed the Legislative Assembly to the Annual General Meeting and 
thanked everyone for dedicating their time and travelling to Kelowna for the meeting. 
President went on to thank the staff for all the hard work that went into putting 
together the meeting. President introduced board members and staff and covered 
some housekeeping items such as wifi, use of digital voting, and upcoming breaks in 
schedule. 
 
1.1. INDIGENOUS LANDS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

The President began with a land acknowledgement, the meeting took place on 
the Traditional Unceded Ancestral Territory of the Okanagan Syilx peoples. This 
includes the land and water which are historically and presently used by 
Indigenous peoples. 
 

1.2. PROEM ACTIVITY 
Board member, Rachel lead the activity where each group was tasked with 
building a tower with balloons and tape.  
 

1.3. RULES OF ORDER 
Rules of Order were reviewed.  

 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE AGENDA. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 

1.4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM NOVEMBER 13 & 14, 2025 APM 
No additions or changes were made to the minutes. 

 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE 2024 ANNUAL PLANNING MEETING MINUTES. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
2. BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT 

The President took the time to thank everyone in the room, so far the 2024-2025 school 
season has been fantastic. Thanked the Executive Director and BCSS staff for their 
support and how accessible everyone has been in the office. Finally, the President 
thanked the members of the board including four members who are at the end of 
their terms.  
 

3. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT 
Executive Director gave a presentation. The upcoming three-year tiering and 
sustained excellence adjustment was reviewed as a reminder that it will come into 
effect next year. The main 3 components include the three-year average enrollment, 
Rural/Semi-Rural multiplier, and the Sustained Excellence Adjustment. The ED 
reminded the legislative assembly that part of their role at these meetings is to bring 
information back to their zones including education on the upcoming changes.  
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The Executive Director reviewed some of the results from the annual survey and 
encouraged everyone to participate in next year’s survey. Executive Director reviewed 
the upcoming IT project and its key elements. He presented the finalized strategic 
plan. He noted the sustainability is a big part of the plan and that with the STARS 
system showing signs of aging it is clear a new system is needed. Office staff have been 
working with a business analyst to develop a tech document to show companies 
exactly what we require. The next steps are to create an Ad-Hoc Committee, if there 
was any interest for LA members to be on the committee the executive director asked 
that they reach out to the office. 
 
Executive Director noted some highlights so far this school year which included the 
75th anniversary of Girls Basketball. For the first time, the four girls’ basketball finals 
were held in the Arena Bowl. Wrestling Provincials moved up to 8 mats, the sport has 
seen a huge resurgence after Covid-19.  
 
The Executive Director provided noted the a common challenge of working with 
appointed committee members who have no knowledge in the sport or area they are 
then supposed to offer expertise in.  Asked zones to consider appointing those who 
have the appropriate knowledge and passion for the various roles.  
 
Members will see a change to scholarship offerings next school year, BCSS will only 
facilitate third party scholarships. Lastly, he reminded everyone of the great job that 
the staff have done building the Provincial Championship website which provides all 
information related to the championship in one spot.  

 
4. FINANCIAL REPORT 

The Executive Director reviewed the financial report that included the FY24 Audited 
Statements, as well as the FY25 Operating Statements Year to Date. The ED noted that 
the staff have worked hard to build relationships with sport hosting groups and event 
funding agencies, and have been quite successful in driving supplementary revenue 
for the organization. Noted that with Spring Championships being so large it’s difficult 
to project exactly where things will end up, but is hopeful there will be a modest 
surplus for FY25. The ED expects the IT project will be a huge financial undertaking 
along with office updates. 
 
4.1. AUDITOR 

 
MOTION TO GRANT THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS DISCRETION TO APPOINT AN 
EXTERNAL AUDITOR AT THE JUNE 2025 BOD MEETING. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
5. BCSS POLICY COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Each committee chair was asked to give a brief report on the function of their 
committee. 
 
Sport Medicine and Athlete Safety Committee Chair Mike Thompson spoke on the 
intention of the committee which is to take an active look at athlete health and safety 
and how BC School Sports is presenting issues to membership. The committee has 
worked to craft position statements that are appropriate ways to manage safety issues. 
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The goal is to provide a professional recommendation on best practices and 
prevention.  
 
Fall Sport Rules Committee Chair Gary Atwal thanked Assistant Directors Harp and 
Shannon for streamlining the process of how the committee meets and operates. The 
motions the committee has brought forward in the past have been well received. 
 
Winter Sport Rules Committee Chair Zoel Thibault also thanked staff for creating a 
process that is clear on how they manage their committees. 
 
Spring Sport Rules Committee Chair Chris Ellett informed the LA that the committee 
was meeting for tennis and badminton for next year. 
 
Team Sports Championship Committee Chair Mike Campbell reported his committee 
coming together and meeting regularly. The committee has had much better 
participation and engagement since the governance changes occurred but there is 
still work to tweak and improve the process. The committee has met to vet the 
motions that are coming forward. 
 
Individual Sports Championship Committee Chair Mark Fenn could not attend the 
meeting, Assistant Director Harp Sohi read the report on his behalf.  Committee chair 
wanted to review those who currently sit on the committee and the current vacant 
spots. There is no representation for Ski/Snowboard and Mountain Biking. The chair 
asked for assistance from zone reps to fill those positions with the people who are 
passionate about those sports. The committee has met to review the motions coming 
forward. 
 
Eligibility Appeals Committee Chair Peter Westhaver commended Assistant Director 
Karen for all her help fielding questions and organizing all appeals for the committee 
to review. The chair thanked Athletic Directors for their work and continued 
conversations and the 6 committee members who review all the appeals and have 
thoughtful conversations. Peter assured the room that there is wholesome 
conversations that go into each application before making a ruling. 

 
Competitive Fairness Committee Char Jackie Snell could not be in attendance, 
Executive Director Jordan Abney gave the report on her behalf. The committee has 
met a couple of times over the course of the year, with the big undertaking of Tiering 
and the SEA. There are a few motions coming from the board that the committee is in 
full support of including the policy on joint teams. 

 
5.1. DRAFT POSITION STATEMENTS FROM SMASC 

Draft position statements were provided in the supplementary package including 
statements on Automatic External Defibrillators (AEDs) at Interscholastic Athletic 
Events, Inclement and Dangerous Weather (Thunder/Lightening), Physical 
Activity in Poor Air Quality, and Emergency Action Plans. 
 

6. LOOKING FORWARD DISCUSSION 
 
6.1. ONLINE SCHOOL DISCUSSION 
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After the presentation by Heritage Christian Online School at the APM in the fall, 
BCSS office staff were tasked with completing more research around the 
challenges and opportunities on drafting a potential policy and have now brought 
forward considerations and more information on the potential impacts. These 
considerations were also discussed with Heritage Christian Online School and now 
come to the Legislative Assembly for review. In the last five years there has been a 
significant increase in enrollment numbers in online schools. The dynamic has 
changed from when the online policy was originally put in place. The legislative 
assembly was asked to evaluate if the current policy is still appropriate and how 
do feel people it needs to change. The current policy allows an online student to 
participate and attend the zone event in the zone they currently reside in, even if 
the online school is in a completely different zone.  
 
One LA member noted that it is a brick-and-mortars schools choice to accept an 
online student to participate on their school team and this can be contentious or 
difficult in some situations. It was noted that some schools have difficulty fielding 
teams so online students help with participation while other schools already have 
full teams and accepting an online student could potentially take away a spot from 
a student that attends the school.  
 
Clarity was provided on the different types of online schools as there are 
provincial/district online schools and independent online schools. These lines 
continue to get blurry as online schools make partnerships as well. The Executive 
Director asked the Legislative Assembly on the direction they would like to see 
taken.  
 
There was an informal consensus amongst the Legislative Assembly that a 
significant policy shift was needed from the current verbiage, in response to the 
changing dynamics, however there was more hesitation on exactly what that 
might look like and the group felt more discussion was needed to examine 
whether more restrictions were necessary, on whether team sports should be an 
option, or if the some of the exceptions to eligibility rules for Online Students 
should be removed for consistency.  
 
Staff will add some clarification notes to the handbook on movement between 
brick-and-mortar and online schools and the choice of a brick-and-mortar school 
to allow a student to play on their team sports. 

 
6.2. TIER TWO TEAMS 

President introduced the discussion topic regarding player eligibility and the 
implications of the policy on tier 2 team participation. During the discussion, 
concerns were raised about the potential misuse of existing policies, specifically 
the loophole to allow an ineligible player to participate on a tier 2 team. In response 
to these concerns, the possibility of implementing a two-year ineligibility period 
for players transferring to or from an A team as a deterrent. Further conversation 
centered around the need for clearer definitions, the distinction between a “B 
team” and a ”Tier 2 team”, the current term is unclear and inconsistent. Two types 
of eligibility concerns were identified: those covered by the existing transfer rules, 
and those involving students who do not meet eligibility criteria due to other 
factors such as residency rules. The legislative assembly emphasized the 
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importance of being intentional and creative in addressing these issues, with a 
shared goal of reducing barriers to participation and ensuring equitable access of 
student-athletes. 

 
6.3. ELIGIBILITY SUBMISSIONS: CHANGE OF RESIDENCE 

Board of Directors member Brent Sweeney introduced and led the discussion 
topic regarding change of residence eligibility applications. The primary focus was 
on ensuring that the leaving school is made aware of the move and is able to notify 
the office of any concerns or irregularities. The discussion was opened to the 
legislative assembly where clarifying questions were raised about the role of the 
leaving school it was clarified that the expectation is not for the leaving school to 
approve the move, but rather to acknowledge that, to the best of their knowledge 
the information provided in the application is truthful. The general consensus was 
that requiring acknowledgment from the leaving school would strengthen the 
eligibility submission process when a change of residence form is submitted for a 
student moving in the same school district/zone. The legislative assembly also 
emphasized the importance of consistency in the information being submitted 
which would help athletic directors better prepare required forms and ensure all 
necessary information is being submitted. There was also discussion about the 
possibility of applying an ineligibility period of 18 months from the transfer date as 
a further deterrent for families submitting change of residence forms in the same 
school district of a certain number of KM. 

 
7. BCSS ZONE REPORTS 

 
Eastern Valley zone report was presented by Jake Mouritzen who says he always asks 
athletic directors in his zone for feel good stories as a reminder of why they do the work 
they do. Jake reported that lots of athletic directors in his zone are in their first year or 
looking to retire very soon. Jake also encouraged the legislative assembly to attend the 
CIAAA conference.  

 
Joe Moreira presented the Kootenay Zone report and said he was proud of schools in 
his zone that get along and compete well together.  
 
Pat Lee provided the zone report for Vancouver Sea to Sky who highlighted the recent 
tragedy and loss in his community and the students and schools coming together to 
support each other. Sports was something the school community gravitated towards, 
it taught them resilience and compassion and allowed the school to rally around a 
team. 
 
The Fraser North zone report was delivered by Craig Percevault. Their zone has 
continued to work towards having a clear zone philosophy and thanked BC School 
Sports staff for fielding questions. The zone looks to host their events at bigger venues 
as participation grows.  
 
The North Central zone report was presented by Louise Holmes who highlighted the 
atmosphere at the annual general meeting was fundamentally better than it was 
when she first started attending. Louise is now retiring and thanked everyone for their 
hard work. The zone would like to see more senior administrators be involved and 
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asked AD to have code of conduct at parents meeting and being more present at 
school events.  
 
Cal Westbrook presented the Northwest zone report. The zone is putting more focus 
on remote indigenous communities, relationships between communities is strong 
and the zone would like to give remote schools a chance to host. The zone is also 
working towards getting grants to allow for equity and helping schools travel to 
events. Cal highlighted Hazelton Secondary, a school in their zone that hosts an all 
indigenous program and shared how much it meant for their community to have 
connection with sport. The zone is actively trying to have more in-person meetings and 
having more engagement with their SAC representatives and athletic directors.  
 
The South Fraser zone report was presented by Nik Naslund who outlined that their 
zone has three different associations within the same zone and they have an 
agreement to rotate hosting duties. Overall they work together well because they have 
an alignment of values and philosophies. Three athletic directors from the zone were 
able to travel to Austin, Texas for an athletic director conference. 
 
The zone report for Vancouver Island was given by Darren Reisig who spoke about a 
member school, Carihi who lost their gym in a fire while also losing an athlete on their 
senior girls soccer team. The zone rallied around the school and asked what could be 
done for their school and for the team. For the zone the competitive mindset was put 
aside and what mattered most was supporting the school, the team, and the students.  
 
Mary Bartucci presented the Thompson-Okanagan zone report. The zone is further 
split into four zones. Mary shared some stories from her zone including the Sa-Hali girls 
basketball team who went home with silver medals after a heartbreaking loss in the 
finals, this was still a big achievement for the school. A grade 9 student who started off 
as a shy and quiet kid found her passion in wrestling and went onto win a gold medal 
at Provincial Championships. She found her passion by attending a zone week-long 
wrestling training who bring in a professional to facilitate. Ultimate has seen 
participation skyrocket across the zone. 
 

8. BCSS STAKEHOLDER REPORTS 
Tracy Loffler from BC School Trustees’ Association (BCSTA) reported the serious budget 
constraints and cuts and is worried about the impact that will have on schools. The 
BCSTA is always advocating for schools and indigenous students who are facing 
challenges when trying to participate in school sports. Tracy urged the leaders in the 
room to engage with their indigenous students and form individual connections in 
order to get them participating in school sports and making them feel welcomed in 
that environment.  
 
Keirsten Tymko reported for the BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils 
(BCCPAC) who would like to engage more and be the bridge between the BCCPAC 
and school sports. Keirsten advised the room to reach out to her as the organization is 
always advocating to the ministry for a plethora of reasons.  
 
Shawn Chisholm gave the report for the Federation of Independent Schools (FISA) 
who ahead of this meeting reached out to different independent associations, and the 
feeling of gratitude was common throughout. The association is working on issues 
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such as mental health initiatives, addressing substance abuse, and moving in a 
direction to be more proactive. School sports has always been a great opportunity for 
student-athletes to be in healthy social emotional environment and learn about 
resilience.  
 
Sid Jawanda presented the report for the report for BC Principals and Vice Principals 
Association (BCPVPA). As an association they will continue to support to support 
school sports. The association was very interested in our new governance model and 
how it is working. The association is also looking at teachers’ contract expiry and what 
it means for athletics and schools.  
 

9. NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
Each motion was introduced and discussed before being opened for a vote.  
 
Motion #1 Aquatics – Combining A & AA Tiers and Adjust Awards Accordingly 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Motion #2 Aquatics – Change to Swimming 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Motion #3 Aquatics – 4 x 100 Freestyle Relay Qualification Standards 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Motion #4 Aquatics – Clarity on A/B Swimmer Rules 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Motion #5 Aquatics – Classification of Para Swimmers 
The process was clarified that an official would see them swim and that’s done online 
and then the athlete is given a classification. 
MOTION CARRIED.  
 
Motion #6 Cross Country – Tiering – Combining A & AA Tiers 
Clarity was provided in the process. Discussion was had on tiering numbers and 
adjusting those in future as opposed to removing the tier all together.  
MOTION DEFEATED. 
 
Motion #7 Cross Country – Update Berthing, Awards and Race Order 
The motion did not need to be voted on as motion #6 was defeated. 
 
Motion #8 Aquatics – Mixed Relay 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Motion #9 Field Hockey – Berthing and Tournament Size 
Clarity was provided in the process on how the motion was brought forward and the 
discussion that took place with the field hockey group. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Motion #10 Badminton – Match Order 
MOTION CARRIED. 
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Motion #11 Badminton – Roster Numbers 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Motion #12 Ultimate – Tiering Numbers 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Motion #13 Rugby – Remove 4A from Sport Section 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Motion #14 Tennis – Tiering Numbers 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Motion #15 Girls Basketball – Tiering Numbers 
ED explained how the numbers were calculated and the process the motion followed. 
The 3-year tiering cycle numbers were used to assist as that is the model that will be 
in place next year. Concern was raised around the teams left in ‘A’ and how it affects 
zones. Motion will be tabled and voted on day 2. 
 
Motion #16 Static Site Subsidy - Wrestling 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Motion #17 Performance Bond 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Motion #18 Boys Basketball - Berthing 
The motion was submitted by the Eastern Valley zone. Concerns were raised to see the 
numbers reduced. The zone withdrew the motion and will meet to put a motion 
forward at the Fall APM. 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 4PM 

 
Meeting was called to order at 9:15AM 

 
Motion #19 Change in Membership Fee Calculation 
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
Motion #20 EAC Honorarium  
ED discussed the motion and for transparency the two members of the legislative 
assembly who are on the committee will not vote. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
Motion #21 Combining of Tiering & Sport Evaluation and Competitive Fairness 
Committees 
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
Motion #22 Jointly Sponsored Team Policy 
Executive Director clarified the motion that a jointly sponsored team has to stay 
together for the duration of the three-year cycle. If they are eligible for post-season 
then both teams get points in the SEA. Clarification was requested on average 
numbers.  
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MOTION DEFEATED. 
 

Motion #23 Grade 7 Student-Athlete Competition 
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
Motion #24 931.0 Bona Fide Academic 
Discussion was had on what is allowed under the current policy. EO has discretion and 
ability to investigate if the courses taken or program qualifies under policy.  
MOTION DEFEATED. 

 
Motion #25 Eligibility Appeals 
MOTION DEFEATED. 

 
Motion #26 Football – Awards 
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
Motion #27 Mountain Biking – Changes to Scoring & Awards 
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
Motion #28 
Discussion was had on the motion. School based tiering was discussed to have a 
uniform tiering across sports. LA requested to view all data used to create a motion be 
available in the AGM package for review ahead of the vote.  
MOTION CARRIED.  
 
Motion #15 Girls Basketball – Tiering Numbers 

Motion brought forward  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 

10. CHAMPIONSHIP HOST BIDS – FALL 2026 WINTER 2027 
 

11. INTRODUCTION AND ACCLAMATION OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
The following individuals were nominated for positions on the Board of Directs and 
ran unopposed:  
Vice President - Deanna Schaper-Kotter  
Director at Large – Section 1 – Darren Reisig 
Director at Large – Lisa Ellis 
Director at Large – Section 3 – Jake Mouritzen 
As there were no additional nominations received prior to the deadline and no 
opposition from the legislative assembly, these nominees were presented for 
approval by acclamation. 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS LISTED BY ACCLIMATION. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
12. 2025 FALL APM AND 2026 AGM LOCATION AND DATES 

Executive Director reviewed dates for next Annual General Meeting which will be 
held at the Hilton Whistler Resort.  
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13. RECOGNITION OF DIRECTORS 

The President and Executive Director recognized the four board members whose 
terms were ending, and each were presented with a plaque. They were Brent 
Sweeney, Arnar Bernhardsson, Gian Cavaliere and Bal Ranu.  
 
The ED thanked the boars for their leadership and dedication to BC School Sports. 
The ED thanked each legislative assembly member not only for their time given to 
the meeting, but for everything they do for students-athletes. 
 

14. CLOSING REMARKS 
President, Lindsay extended her gratitude and appreciation for time and 
discussion had at the meeting. Thanked board members for work and thanked 
those in the room whose schools are hosting championships. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12PM. The next meeting will take place on May 8-9, 
2026 at the Hilton Whistler Resort.  
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*APPENDIX A 
 

Directors Present: 
Lindsay Brooke   President 
Brent Sweeney   Past President 
Rick Lopez    Director – A/AA School 
Jim Lamond   Director – AAA/AAAA School 
Gian Cavaliere   Director – Rural/Semi Rural 
Arnar Bernhardsson  Director – Section 1 Representative 
Rachel Romero   Director – Section 2 Representative 
Deanna Schaper-Kotter  Director – Section 3 Representative 
Bal Ranu    Director – At Large 
 
Legislative Assembly Members Present: 
Joe Moreira    Kootenay Representative 
Sean Sinclair   Kootenay Representative 
Louise Holmes   North Central Representative 
Keith Wood    North Central Representative 
Jay Guillet    North Central Representative 
Cal Westbrook   Northwest Representative 
James Horner   Northwest Representative 
Darren Reisig   Vancouver Island Representative 
Phil Ohl    Vancouver Island Representative 
Nicole McRae   Vancouver Island Representative 
Bill Richards   South Fraser Representative 
Nik Nashlund   South Fraser Representative 
Courtney O’Brien   South Fraser Representative 
Craig Percevault   Fraser North Representative 
Allen Tsang    Fraser North Representative 
Casey Murray   Fraser North Representative 
Claude Leduc   Vancouver Sea to Sky Representative 
Pat Lee    Vancouver Sea to Sky Representative 
Shauna Underwood  Vancouver Sea to Sky Representative 
Brian Tommasini   Thompson Okanagan Representative 
Mary Bartucci   Thompson Okanagan Representative 
Jody Vosper   Thompson Okanagan Representative 
Jake Mouritzen   Eastern Valley Representative 
Shauna Stam   Eastern Valley Representative 
Sean Wicker   Eastern Valley Representative 
Keirsten Tymko   BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils 
Tracy Loffler   BC School Trustees’ Association 
Shawn Chisolm   Federation of Independent Schools 
Sid Jawanda   BC Principal and Vice Principals 
Gary Atwal    Fall Sports Rules Committee Chair 
Zoel Thibault   Winter Sports Rules Committee Chair 
Chris Ellett    Spring Sports Rules Committee Chair 
Peter Westhaver   Eligibility Appeals Committee Chair 
Mike Campbell   Team Sports Committee Chair 
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Mike Thompson Sport Medicine & Athlete Safety Committee Chair 
 
Staff Present: 
Jordan Abney   Executive Director 
Karen Hum  Assistant Director, Membership & Operations 
Harp Sohi  Assistant Director, Sports & Events 
Prabh Jauhal  Eligibility & Administrative Coordinator 
Josie Delisa  Graphic Design & Content Coordinator 
Letonya Kwong  Sport & Events Coordinator 
Scott Bowers  Sport & Events Coordinator 
 
Observers Present: 
Jennifer Robinson   SSSAA President 
Justin Rogers   North Central Zone 
Jaskaran Dhanda   North Delta Secondary 
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Notices of Motion 
 

Motion # Resolution Motion Brought Forward By: 

1 
Online Schools – 

Setting Membership Fees 
Board of Directors 

2 Rugby 7’s - Substitutions Spring Rules Committee 

3 Rugby 7’s – Tie Breaker Spring Rules Committee 

4 Rugby XV’s – Competition Change Team Championship Committee 

5 Rugby XV’s – Structure Change Team Championship Committee 

6 Girls Rugby XV’s – Static Site Board of Directors 

7 Wrestling – Weight Class Winter Rules Committee 

8 Wrestling - Officials Winter Rules Committee 

9 Golf – 1A Berthing Vancouver Sea-to-Sky Zone 

10 Independent Academies Board of Directors 

11 Track & Field – Berthing North Central Zone 

12 Tennis – Structure Change 
Competitive Equity & Sport 

Structure Committee 

13 Boys Basketball – Berthing Team Championship Committee 
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Notice of Motion #1 

Board of Directors 
 
Online Schools – Setting Membership Fees 
 
Proposed Policy: To add   To remove  To amend 
 
Current Policy (Policy # & Name):  
 
340.0 FEE SCHEDULE 
 

 
 
 
Rationale (Why this motion is being put forward): 

Over the years since COVID-19, online schools have grown in enrolment and significance. 
While they do not have some limitations relative to brick-and-mortar schools, they still use 
many BCSS services and create a substantial administrative workload. 

During the Board’s June review and approval of the Annual Budget and Annual Dues, we 
noted this increasing usage and workload. We believe it is appropriate to reset online 
school dues—positioning them higher than Alternative school dues, but still below 
Standard school dues. 

Under BCSS policy, any dues increase greater than 12% requires approval by the Legislative 
Assembly. Accordingly, the Board has approved the revised online school 
dues pending Legislative Assembly approval. Affected schools were notified of this 
pending change at the beginning of the year, which would be in effect for the 2025-2026 
year.  

 
 
Intended Outcomes of the Motion (What is the desired effect of the change): 
 
To have the Online School Fees reflect a more appropriate membership fee based on 
size of school, use of resources and impact on membership.  
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Notice of Motion #2 

Spring Rules Committee 
 
Rugby 7’s – Substitutions  
 
Proposed Policy: To add   To remove  To amend 

THIS MOTION IS TO BE IMPLEMENTED IMMEDIATELY, UPON PASSING OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Current Policy (Policy # & Name):  
 
1103.1 RULES  

The rules governing BCSS Rugby 7s will follow World Rugby rules Laws of the  
Game, with the following exceptions: 

○ Teams may use up to ten (10) substitutions in any game.  Each Team is permitted 
to list up to 14-players on Team Sheets for each Match. All Matches shall be permitted 
unlimited player exchanges. That is, a removed player may re-enter the Match as and 
when facilitated by the appointed Match Official and Technical Zone Manager. 

              
 
Rationale (Why this motion is being put forward): 
 

• Player welfare: 
6 games in 2 days is a lot of rugby. In recent years, BC Rugby has amended their 
policies such that teams must have a minimum of 12 players to make it through 
the tournament and unlimited substitutions to reduce the number of injuries. 

 
• Closely align with BC Rugby, Rugby Canada and World Rugby: 

o BC Rugby 5.4 a) iv. Sevens Competitions–all Teams competing in a Sevens 
Competitions are permitted to list up to 15-players on Team Sheets for each 
Match 

o BC Rugby 5.7 c) Substitutions – all Matches shall be permitted unlimited 
player exchanges. That is, a removed Player may re-enter the Match as and 
when facilitated by the appointed Match Official. 

 

 

Intended Outcomes of the Motion (What is the desired effect of the change): 
 
To ensure player safety and sustain competitive play throughout the tournament by 
increasing roster flexibility and allowing unlimited substitutions. This reduces fatigue, 
helps prevent injuries, and brings tournament regulations into alignment with BC Rugby, 
Rugby Canada, and World Rugby standards. 

 



 

19 BC School Sports 
Annual Planning Meeting 
November 13-14, 2025 

Notice of Motion #3 

Spring Rules Committee 
 
Rugby 7’s – Tie Breaker  
 
Proposed Policy: To add   To remove  To amend 

THIS MOTION IS TO BE IMPLEMENTED IMMEDIATELY, UPON PASSING OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Current Policy (Policy # & Name):  
 
1103.7 TIE BREAKER – POOL PLAY  
 
Placing within each pool shall be determined according to the total number of points 
accumulated in round-robin play. The following system shall be used for awarding points 
during Pool Play. 
 

a. Win: 3 points, Draw: 2 points, Loss: 1 Point 
b. Should two teams have the same number of points at the end of the pool stage, 

the winner of the pool game, between the two teams involved, shall act as the tie-
break in pool standings. 

c. If the head to head game between the two teams ended in a tie, the tie will be 
broken based on the following: 

i. The best difference between points scored and points conceded in all 
pool matches 

ii. The most tries in all pool matches. 
iii. Most points scored in all pool matches 
iv. A coin toss 

d. Should there be three or more teams with the same number of points at the end 
of the pool stage, pool standings will be determined according to the following 
order. 

i. The difference between points scored and points conceded in all pool 
matches. 

ii. The most tries in all pool matches. 
iii. The Most points in all pool matches 
iv. A coin toss. 

 
 
1103.7 1103.8 AWARDS 

o Championship banners will be awarded to the winning teams per 
gendered competition 

o 16 gold, 16 silver and 16 bronze medals to the top three teams per gendered 
competition 
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Rationale (Why this motion is being put forward): 
 
Current handbook policy does not have tiebreaker procedures outlined.  
 
In 7’s pool play this past year, there was a situation where 2 teams were tied in the 
standings at the end of pool play. The normal course of action would be to use the head-
to-head match as the tie-breaker.  In this case, the 2 teams also tied that match.  
 
With no tie-breaker procedure in the handbook, the tie-breaking procedure for a tie with 
3 or more teams from the technical package was used as the process to break the tie.  
 
The confusion from the teams affected came because the order of tie-breaking process 
used is different to World Sevens Series Tie-Breaking process.  
 

 
Intended Outcomes of the Motion (What is the desired effect of the change): 
 
Give a clear protocol for group play tie-breaker that cover all scenarios (including when 
tie-breaking games end in a tie) 
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Notice of Motion #4 

Team Championship Committee 
 
Rugby XV’s – Competition Change  
 
Proposed Policy: To add   To remove  To amend 

THIS MOTION IS TO BE IMPLEMENTED IMMEDIATELY, UPON PASSING OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Current Policy (Policy # & Name):  
 

1102.4  COMPETITIONS 
 1103.1.1 EVENTS 

The following events will be contested in the BCSS Rugby XV's provincial  
championships: 
o AA 
o AAA 

 
  1102.4.1 GIRLS RUGBY XV’S 

The BCSS Girls Rugby XV's provincial championships will be contested  
as a single tiered event. 

   
  1102.4.2 BOYS RUGBY XV’S 

The following events will be contested in the BCSS Boys Rugby XV's  
provincial championships: 

• AA 
• AAA 

 
 
Rationale (Why this motion is being put forward): 
 
Based on an analysis of registration numbers over the past several years, the current 
tournament structure is increasingly difficult to sustain. Across multiple tiers, either the 
number of participating teams or the competitive balance does not align with the 
existing championship format. 
 
 
Intended Outcomes of the Motion (What is the desired effect of the change): 
 
To create a more sustainable and competitive championship structure for girls XVs 
rugby by consolidating divisions. The new format will ensure adequate team numbers, 
improve competitive balance, and provide a meaningful championship experience for all 
participating schools. 
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Notice of Motion #5 

Team Championship Committee 
 
Rugby XV’s – Structure Change 
 
Proposed Policy: To add   To remove  To amend 

THIS MOTION IS TO BE IMPLEMENTED IMMEDIATELY, UPON PASSING OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Current Policy (Policy # & Name):  
 

1102.6 STRUCTURE 
 

The AA and AAA Championships will each consist of 16 teams split into two tiers of 
eight (8) teams. Tier one will contest the provincial championship. Tier 2 will 
contest the Tier 2 championship. Consolation matches will be played in both tiers 
within the AA and AAA championship. 

 
The AAAA Championship will consist of the top 4 teams in the province. They will 
compete in semifinals as well as gold & bronze medal matches. 
 
1102.6.1 GIRLS RUGBY XV’S 
 

The Girls Rugby XV’S Championships will each consist of 12 teams split into 
two brackets.  

• Championship Bracket 
o Consists of the teams seeded 1-8 by the seeding committee.  
o Will contest the provincial championship.  
o Play a standard 8-team knockout bracket, with consolation 

matches 
• Challenger Bracket 

o Consists of the teams seeded 9-12 by the seeding committee.  
o Will contest placings 9-12 
o Play a 4-team round robin, giving each team three matches. 

 

1102.6.2 BOYS RUGBY XV’S 
 

1102.6.2.1 The Boys AA Rugby XV’S Championships will each consist of 12 
teams split into two brackets  

▪ Championship Bracket  
• Consists of the teams seeded 1-8 by the 

seeding committee 
• Will contest the provincial championship 
• Play a standard 8-team knockout bracket, with 

consolation matches 
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▪ Challenger Bracket 
• Consists of the teams seeded 9-12 by the 

seeding committee 
• Will contest placings 9-12 
• Play a 4-team round robin, giving each team 

three matches 
 

1102.6.2.2 The Boys AAA Rugby XV’S Championships will each consist of 
16 teams split into two brackets of eight (8) teams. The 
Championship Bracket will contest the provincial 
championship. The Challenger Bracket will contest placings 9-
16. Consolation matches will be played in both brackets. 

 
 
Rationale (Why this motion is being put forward): 
 
Based on an analysis of registration trends over the past several years, it has become 
increasingly challenging to maintain the current tournament structure. Across multiple 
tiers, either the number of participating teams or the level of competitive balance no 
longer aligns with the existing championship format. 
 
After extensive consultation, the Rugby Sport Advisory Committee (SAC) has 
recommended modifying the size and structure of the provincial championships to a 12-
team format for both Girls Rugby and AA Boys Rugby. 
 
It is further recommended that the Boys AAA Rugby XV’s remain in its current format (two 
brackets, 16 teams), as participation numbers and competitive balance at this level have 
remained consistent. Additionally, the movement of teams from AA to AAA under the 
Sustained Excellence Adjustment is expected to further strengthen the AAA 
championship. 
 
Name Change for Tier 1 & Tier 2 
Across the policy we are choosing different name for the Tier 1 and Tier 2 nomenclature 
that has been used previously. This is to avoid confusion with the AA and AAA tiers, and 
also indicate that they are all part of the same championship. What was previously Tier 1 
will be called the Championship Bracket, and what was previously Tier 2 will be called the 
Challenger Bracket. 
 
 
Intended Outcomes of the Motion (What is the desired effect of the change): 
 
To adjust the structure of the Rugby XV’s tournaments to align with more suitable 
berthing ratios for a Provincial Championship and to adjust the structure of the Rugby 
XV’s tournaments to allow for more equitable competitive balance. 
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Notice of Motion #6 

Board of Directors 
 
Girls Rugby XV’s – Static Site Championships  
 
Proposed Policy: To add   To remove  To amend 

THIS MOTION IS TO BE IMPLEMENTED IMMEDIATELY, UPON PASSING OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Current Policy (Policy # & Name):  
 
727.1 The championship events that qualify for the Static Site Championship subsidy are  

as follows: 
• AA Boys Soccer 
• AAA Boys Soccer 
• AA Girls Basketball 
• AAA Girls Basketball 
• AAAA Girls Basketball 
• A Boys Basketball 
• AA Boys Basketball 
• AAA Boys Basketball 
• AAAA Boys Basketball 
• AA Boys Rugby XVs 
• AAA Boys Rugby XVs 
• Wrestling 
• AA Girls Rugby XVs 
• AAA Girls Rugby XVs 

 
 
Rationale (Why this motion is being put forward): 
 
Girls Rugby XVs should have been included on the approved list of static site sports eligible 
for the Spring 2025 subsidy. The Board has approved an interim policy adding Girls Rugby 
XVs to the list of qualifying sports, allowing the subsidy to be applied for the 2024–25 
school year. This interim policy is subject to ratification by the Legislative Assembly. 
 
 
Intended Outcomes of the Motion (What is the desired effect of the change): 
 
To provide travel assistance to teams travelling to static site championships, in accordance 
with the approved policy. 
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Notice of Motion #7 

Winter Rules Committee 
 
Wrestling – Weight Class  
 
Proposed Policy: To add   To remove  To amend 

THIS MOTION IS TO BE IMPLEMENTED IMMEDIATELY, UPON PASSING OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Current Policy (Policy # & Name):  
 
1172.1 WEIGHT CLASSES - All weight classes must be used for the BCSS provincial and 

zone championships 

• MALES: 38, 41 45, 48, 51, 54, 57, 60, 63, 66, 70. 74. 78, 84, 90, 100, 110, 110+(130 kg 
max) 

• FEMALES: (34kg min) 40 43, 47, 51, 54, 57, 60, 64, 69, 75, 82, 90, 90+ (110 kg max) 
 
 
Rationale (Why this motion is being put forward): 
 
The weight class gap between 90 kg and 110 kg for boys, and 75 kg and 90 kg for girls, is 
considered too large to ensure athlete safety. For example, a female athlete weighing 76 kg is 
currently placed in the 90 kg category, facing opponents who could be up to 14 kg (~31 lbs) 
heavier. Since wrestling is an open-age sport where grade 8 athletes may compete against 
grade 12 athletes, this significant weight disparity poses additional safety risks for lighter 
competitors. 
 
 
Intended Outcomes of the Motion (What is the desired effect of the change): 
 
The change is designed to reduce unsafe weight gaps between competitors, ensuring fairer 
matchups and improving athlete safety, particularly for lighter wrestlers and younger 
athletes competing in open-age divisions. 
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Notice of Motion #8 

Board of Directors  
 
Wrestling – Officials  
 
Proposed Policy: To add   To remove  To amend 
 
Current Policy (Policy # & Name):  
 
1174.0  OFFICIALS 

All BCSS Wrestling competitions will be officiated by certified BC wrestling  
officials. 

 
 
Rationale (Why this motion is being put forward): 
 
In the past, BCSS has worked with the BCWOA to secure officials for both zone and 
provincial championship meets. The BCWOA previously operated as a member of BC 
Wrestling, the provincial sport organization. However, BC Wrestling has recently ended its 
affiliation with the BCWOA. Moving forward, BCSS intends to continue partnering with 
the BCWOA for championship events, while ensuring that our policies emphasize the use 
of certified officials—without specifying the organization from which they are recruited. 
 
 
Intended Outcomes of the Motion (What is the desired effect of the change): 
 
No change. The majority of officials assigned will be those who have prior experience 
officiating at BCSS zone or provincial championship events. 
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Notice of Motion #9 

Vancouver Sea-to Sky Zone 
 
Golf – 1A Berthing 
 
Proposed Policy: To add   To remove  To amend 

THIS MOTION IS TO BE IMPLEMENTED IMMEDIATELY, UPON PASSING OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Current Policy (Policy # & Name):  
 
1086.2 BERTHING 

Each zone will receive one automatic berth to each BCSS Golf Championship. The  
remaining berths to a BCSS championship are awarded based on: 
• ‘A’ – 12 tournament berths 

o 9 berths for zone champions 
o 1 berth for the host school 
o 2 1 berths allocated based on the ratio of active golf programs in each 

BCSS zone, awarded to zones with the highest ratios. 
o 1 berth awarded to the best non-qualifying scores from zone 

championships, using course rating, slope, and team scores for 
comparison. 

 
 
Rationale (Why this motion is being put forward): 
 
In 2024–25, the golf berthing process was revised to introduce strength berths at the AA 
and AAA tiers; however, this adjustment did not extend to the A tier. Adding one strength 
berth to the A tier would create consistency and alignment across all three tiers (A, AA, 
and AAA). 
 
Furthermore, certain zones with fewer A-tier teams currently receive only one berth to 
provincials, even when they have multiple strong teams capable of finishing among the 
top contenders provincially. This change would help ensure that the strongest teams are 
represented at the provincial championship, regardless of zone size. 
 
 
Intended Outcomes of the Motion (What is the desired effect of the change): 
 
The change aligns the berthing process across all three tiers (A, AA, and AAA). 
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Notice of Motion #10 

Board of Directors 
 
Independent Academies 
 
Proposed Policy: To add  To remove  To amend 

THIS MOTION IS TO BE IMPLEMENTED IMMEDIATELY, UPON PASSING OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Current Policy (Policy # & Name): 824.0 SPORT ACADEMY POLICY 
 
824.0 SPORT ACADEMY POLICY 
 

824.2 Student-athletes enrolled at an academy program (more than 4-credits of a  
sport performance or similar/related courses at an independent school are 
ineligible to participate in the sport of the academy program for the 
duration of their enrollment at the school, even if they cease enrollment 
within the Academy program. 

 
Courses or academies of the same sport, even if a different discipline will be  
considered to be sport specific training (i.e. Beach Volleyball to Volleyball, 
3x3 Basketball to Basketball or Rugby 7s to Rugby XVs) 

 
A student athlete enrolled at the school at the time that the program 
becomes public knowledge remain eligible in the Sport of the Academy. 

 
All student-athletes are still subject to normal transfer rules as found in  
Section 900. 

 
 
Rationale (Why this motion is being put forward): 
 
At the 2024 AGM, the Legislative Assembly passed an Island Zone motion regarding 
student-athletes participating in sport academies. The motion received strong support 
and included a one-year grace period and a no-penalty transfer back to a student’s home 
school for those affected. 

However, it was acknowledged at the time that, as written, the policy was not enforceable 
for independent schools. While the initial risk was considered low, two independent 
member schools now operate sport academies, creating a material inequity between 
student-athletes at independent versus public schools. 

Given this discrepancy and the early stage of academy implementation, the Board 
believes it is necessary to immediately align policy across member types to ensure 
consistent, equitable treatment and to provide clear guidance to impacted schools. 
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Intended Outcomes of the Motion (What is the desired effect of the change): 

Apply policy of similar intent to academy programs both within the public and 
independent streams of education, while continuing to support more equitable 
competition.  
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Notice of Motion #11 

North Central Zone 
 
Track & Field - Berthing 
 
Proposed Policy: To add   To remove  To amend 

THIS MOTION IS TO BE IMPLEMENTED IMMEDIATELY, UPON PASSING OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Current Policy (Policy # & Name): 1145.2 BERTHING 
 
Zone representation berthing (number of entries) is based on the numbers-based-
allocation formula determined be BC School Sports to fill 30 of the 32 berths to the BCSS 
Track and Field Provincial Championship and Junior Invitational. 
 
 
Rationale (Why this motion is being put forward): 
 
There are several reasons for this motion. 

1. One of the major reasons to support this motion is that by having 18 of the 30 
berths (60%) in the lower mainland it does not allow a fair and equal 
representation of our Province’s athletes. Many of the smaller remote 
communities and schools are underrepresented at the Provincials and have 
less opportunities due to travel, costs and other barriers. 
 
By taking the berth away it’s been a double edged sword. There is one less 
chance for our athletes to attend a meet and keep developing, especially for 
indigenous athletes who have a lot of potential.  
 
In the last six years there has been a significant increase in participation in 
registration/entries by schools and athletes from the NCD zone. The link below 
shows the data from the NCD  Zone meets from 2019-2025. BCSS will also have 
our total number of schools registered and athletes. 
 The number of schools registered from the NCD zone on bcmilesplit from 2025 
is higher than a few zones with higher student population or total number of 
athletes as well as many zones did not do regionals and still received a 
significantly larger allotment of berths. 
 
Is this a fair and equitable way to award berths, to give areas of higher student 
population more berths? Never has our zone falsely inflated numbers (schools 
registered) to increase berths, so this is not a concern. Why can’t BCSS base 
berthing more on registration/participation and equal distribution than more 
based total student population?  This would level out berthing and allow access 
to Provincials for more athletes around the whole Province. 
 
Data link showing increase in schools registered and athletes from 2019-2025. 
 

2. https://www.pgtrackandfield.ca/resources/results/ 

https://www.pgtrackandfield.ca/resources/results/
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3. If we gained a berth back our numbers would grow even higher and that is the 

goal in promoting healthy active living as well growing more interest in track 
and field which is more accessible than most sports especially disenfranchised 
segments of the population.  

 
4. The interest in competing in Track & Field could understandably greatly 

diminish if berthing remains the same. 
 
5. Decreasing from 2 to 1 has the impact of cutting in half the number of students 

able to qualify, and with only one berth, many students decide not to even 
bother competing, especially when they know there is an elite, expectant 
medalist that they will be competing against for that one spot.  As an example, 
and this is just one that stands out, Adam Sieben (100m and 200m gold 
medalist in 2024).  There was a close race for second, and both of those times 
for 2nd and 3rd would have been middle of the pack among posted qualifying 
times, but almost a full second from Adam.  There were others who also may 
have been competitive for second place, but they decided not to compete in 
2024 because they had no chance of winning, and thus very little chance of 
going to provincials. 

 
1. A few years ago, the decision to remove one of the North Central Zone berths was 

number driven, based on the percentages of the total number of athletes.  Upon 
inspecting the numbers, the calculations used were not only done incorrectly, but 
the idea of simply rounding off a decimal to a whole number is flawed with respect 
to proper statistical analysis.  The same amount of change will have a much greater 
percentage change for a smaller number. 

a. The table at the top of the next page is the data and calculations of the 
present berths.  For the table below it, the column in yellow, representing 
the numbers used for the calculations, are given in the first column, and the 
results calculated using an Excel worksheet.  There are some strange 
discrepancies. 

i. Shown in green, the actual result of 4.856 was rounded down to 4.8, 
not up to 4.9.  If this percentage had been rounded up to 4.9, as was 
the case for Vancouver Island, shown in light blue, then the resulting 
berths would round to 1.5, not 1.4.  In fact, even if the number isn’t 
rounded at all, the result would still be 1.457, shown in orange, 
rounding to 1.5, not 1.4. 
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Zone 
Total 
Students 

% of 
Total 
Pop 

Berths/
30 Rounding 

Off 
(Blindly) 

Percentage 
Change 

Present 
Berths 

 Percentage 
Change 

Rounding Off 
With % Change 
In Mind 

Percentage 
Change 

Kootenay 2970 2.934 0.880 1 13.6 1.0 13.6 1 13.6 

Thompson/Okanagan 11753 11.611 3.483 3 -13.9 4.0 14.8 4 14.8 

North Central 4916 4.856 1.457 1 -31.4 1.0 -31.4 2 37.3 

North West 1449 1.431 0.429 0 -100.0 1.0 132.9 1 132.9 

Vancouver Island 17788 17.573 5.272 5 -5.2 5.0 -5.2 5 -5.2 

Fraser Valley East 11037 10.903 3.271 3 -8.3 3.0 -8.3 3 -8.3 

Fraser Valley South 19516 19.280 5.784 6 3.7 6.0 3.7 5 -13.6 

Fraser Valley North 14548 14.372 4.312 4 -7.2 4.0 -7.2 4 -7.2 

Vancouver Whistler 17249 17.040 5.112 5 -2.2 5.0 -2.2 5 -2.2 

Total 101226 100 30 28  30  30  
 

ii. If you go to two decimal places instead of only one, then it is curious 
why Thompson/Okanagan, at 3.483 berths (shown in red), was 
rounded up to 4, while what should have been 1.457 was rounded 
down to 1. 

iii. I am not sure how 0.54 berths was obtained for the North West zone 
(shown in purple).  It is actually 0.429, and so based on the principles 
used, this should round to zero berths.  Of course that is not 
reasonable, as most people will realize.  But this goes to the more 
important point, about how rounding off these numbers to the 
nearest whole number is not the proper statistical way to obtain the 
most representative results. 

b. The process of rounding off the numbers of berths has much greater 
impacts on percentage changes for small numbers, with the extreme case 
referred to above in point a.iii.  A more statistically sound approach would 
be to consider the percentage changes, and try to minimize them, especially 
the negative ones.  Figure 1 shows a graph of the percentage changes for 
each zone based on rounding off all results to the nearest whole number.  
The North West zone was not included, which would be off the scale at -
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100%.  Notice the decrease of more than 30% for the North Central Zone as 
a result of the rounding.  Thompson/Okanagan would have decreased by 
13.9%, but since their result was rounded up, they increased by 14.8%, as 
shown in Figure 2, which represents the present berthing.   Figure 3 
represents the percentage changes by rounding, but by focussing on 
keeping negative percentage changes down.  Notice that by reducing the 
Fraser Valley South to 5 berths, from the calculated value of 5.784, the 
percentage change would be less than Thompson/Okanagan going down 
to 3 berths (13.6% vs 13.9%).  As such, it seems that from a statistical 
perspective, if it is still desired to have two open zone berths, the second 
North Central zone berth should come from the Fraser Valley South zone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1:  Percentage change in number of berths for each zone based on rounding off to 
nearest whole number  
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Figure 2:  Percentage change in number of berths for each zone based on present 
berthing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3:  Percentage change in number of berths for each zone based on keeping 
negative changes the smallest possible.  This is the proposed berthing by zone.  
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Here is one further example to stress the point being made.  In order for the Fraser Valley 
South zone to have its percentage difference be even close to the North Central zone’s 
value of -31.4%, it would have to drop to 4 berths!.....and even then it would be a bit less of 
a drop, at -30.8%.  Can you imagine the uproar in that zone if that were to happen!  Yet no 
eyes were blinked when it happened to the North Central Zone. 
 
Even if the idea that there should be consideration put into the percentage changes is not 
considered, a simple rounding error then made the difference between losing a berth and 
keeping both our berths. 
 
 
Intended Outcomes of the Motion (What is the desired effect of the change): 
 
1. Return a second berth to the North Central Zone. 
 
2. If not possible than we would like BCSS to start the process of applying their newer, 
numbers based approach to the track and field model. 
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Notice of Motion #12 

Competitive Equity & Sport Structure Committee 
 
Tennis – Structure Change 
 
Proposed Policy: To add   To remove  To amend 

THIS MOTION IS TO BE IMPLEMENTED IMMEDIATELY, UPON PASSING OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Current Policy (Policy # & Name): 1135.0 PROVINCIAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

1135.1 BERTHING 
 

Both the AA and AAA The Tennis Championships will be divided into separate boys’ 
and girls’ competitions. Each tournament will consist of 12 boys’ teams and 12 girls’ 
teams. Schools can qualify both a boys’ team and a girls’ team for participation in 
the championships. Each zone will be allocated a minimum of one (1) berth and the 
host school where applicable will receive an automatic berth.  

 
1135.2 TOURNAMENT STRUCTURE 

1135.2.1 The AA & AAA BCSS Tennis Provincial Championships shall each 
consist of 12 teams per gender competing in a round robin pool play, 
moving to the final or consolation draw based on their round robin 
placement as indicated below. 

 
1135.2.2 The seeding for both the AA and AAA BCSS Tennis Provincial 

Championships will be determined based on strength and final zone 
placement of the qualifying teams as well as historical success at 
provincials over the last three (3) years. 

 
1136.0 AWARDS (per gendered competition) 

o BCSS Blue Provincial Champion Banner 
o 8 Gold, 8 Silver, 8 Bronze Medals provided to the top three teams in each tier 
o Every team receives a placement plaque which includes their team photo 
o Awards in both tiers to the following: 
o Top singles player 
o Top doubles team 

 
637.0 SPORT TIERING CLASSIFICATIONS 
 

Tennis (Boys) 
AAA - 251 or more boys in grades 11 and 12 
AA - 250 or fewer boys in grades 11 and 12 
Tennis (Girls) 
AAA - 251 or more girls in grades 11 and 12 
AA - 250 or fewer girls in grades 11 and 12 
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Rationale (Why this motion is being put forward): 

At the Board’s request, the CESS Committee reviewed participation in BCSS tennis and 
considered whether the current two-tier format remains appropriate. 

In 2024–2025, there were 61 girls’ teams and 58 boys’ teams province-wide. Only 4 of 
9 BCSS Zones fielded more than six teams in either gender; two Zones had no tennis at 
all, and two Zones fielded only one team each. While the committee recognizes that 
the Grid in 635.1 is not followed rigidly in every sport (also under committee review), it is 
clear that 61 and 58 teams are well below the 100-team threshold typically required for 
two tiers. 

Recent provincial tournaments have struggled to fill AA and AAA draws. BCSS staff have 
repeatedly had to recruit late entries, creating operational pressure for staff and hosts 
and widening competitive disparities. In 2024–2025, AA featured 11 boys’ and 10 girls’ 
teams and AAA also ran with 11 boys’ and 10 girls’ teams, both less than full draws, even 
after inviting deeper-placing zone teams (e.g., 4th–6th). 

Weather-related scheduling has further pushed events indoors, intensifying facility 
constraints. Consolidating to one tier would stabilize the field size, improve competitive 
quality, reduce last-minute backfilling, and provide a better experience for teams and 
student-athletes. 

 
 
Intended Outcomes of the Motion (What is the desired effect of the change): 

Tennis would move to a non-tiered sport. This means that all BCSS Member Schools would 
contest the same championship. It would remain a gendered competition, allowing schools 
to field boys or girls teams, or both. It remains a team competition with no change to the 
structure of the tournament of 12-teams per gender as found in 1135.2  
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Notice of Motion #13 

Team Championship Committee 
 
Boys Basketball Berthing 
 
Proposed Policy: To add   To remove  To amend 

THIS MOTION IS TO BE IMPLEMENTED IMMEDIATELY, UPON PASSING OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Current Policy (Policy # & Name): 1035.2 BERTHING 
 
1035.2.1 Boys Basketball Berthing 

▪ Each of the nine (9) BCSS zones will receive one berth 
▪ 7 6 additional berths will be allocated based on the percentage of 

active senior programs in each BCSS zone 
 

Total Number Schools with Registered Teams 
Total Number of Available Berths 

 
*If a zone does not have any teams participating that berth will go back 
into the total number of at-large berths pool of berths allocated on the 
percentage of active senior programs. 

 
Total Number Schools with Registered Teams 

Team/Zone Berthing Ratio 
 

o Zones that, after receiving their zone champion berth, that do not have enough 
teams per the berthing ratio to receive a second berth, will be removed from the 
process, and the remaining berths will be allocated using a second ratio of only the 
remaining zones. 
 

o The final remaining berth (strength berth) will be awarded at the discretion of the 
seeding committee based on evaluating each zone’s strength.  The strength berth 
is assigned to the zone (not a specific team).  
 
* BC School Sports with the seeding committee will announce the remaining berth 
(strength berth) allocation in advance of zone tournaments commencing play 
(generally early-to-mid February). 

 

Rationale (Why this motion is being put forward): 

The current berthing formula for the Boys Basketball Provincials allocates all 16 berths to 
zones based solely on the number of registered teams (representation by population). 
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While this model ensures fair representation, it does not always reflect the relative 
strength of competition across the province. 
 
The revised format will maintain 15 berths based on registered team numbers, with the 
final berth designated as a strength berth. The strength berth model is already in use for 
Girls Basketball, Girls Volleyball, and Boys Volleyball, where it has been strongly supported 
by coaches and athletic directors. In these sports, weekly Top 10 rankings are circulated, 
providing a reliable measure of the comparative strength of teams across zones. Boys 
Basketball also uses weekly rankings, offering a credible basis for assessing strength. 
 
In recent years, there have been cases where teams ranked in the provincial Top 5 did not 
advance to provincials because their zone lacked additional berths under the current 
population-based model. Conversely, some zones with multiple berths have sent teams 
that were not competitive at the provincial level. 
 
 
Intended Outcomes of the Motion (What is the desired effect of the change): 
 
By introducing one strength berth, boys basketball will maintain its commitment to 
representation by population while also acknowledging the importance of competitive 
balance. This adjustment ensures that the highest calibre teams and zones are properly 
recognized, enhancing the quality and integrity of the provincial championship. 
 
The revised berthing format for boys basketball will not impact the maximum number of 
berths a zone can receive, which will remain at 4 (policy 723.4). 
 
The change in berthing format will also more closely align with the format used for girls 
basketball, girls volleyball and boys volleyball. 
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